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Dear Potential Sponsor: 

 

 Mentors Advancing STEM Education (MASE) and 

FIRST Robotics Team Illusion 4464 invite you to join us to change 

the way our society views careers in science and technology! 

 

Students from across five Maryland counties (Montgomery, 

Calvert, Howard, Anne Arundel, and Prince Georges) are joining 

Team Illusion to participate in the FIRST Robotics Competition 

(FRC) and year-round training.  MASE, a student organization at the University of Maryland consisting 

of student-mentors from the A James Clark School of Engineering, was founded to bring the 

opportunities offered by FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology: 

www.usfirst.org) to the community.  The FIRST program was developed “to create a world where science 

and technology are celebrated…where young people dream of being science and technology heroes.”  

Conceptualized by Dean Kaman, a research scientist in the field of robotics, the FIRST program seeks to 

combine the rigors of academic excellence with the excitement of sports. 

 

As a part of this highly regarded international program, Team Illusion participates in local, state, 

and world-wide competitions every year to give our students an unmatched engineering experience.  

Within a six-week build season, students apply the lessons learned from the typical classroom setting to 

design, prototype, build, and test a one-of-a-kind robot to compete, as per the specially design game rules 

for the particular season, at the D.C. Regional, Chesapeake Regional, and, if qualified, the World 

Championships in St. Louis.  Through one-on-one interaction with the MASE mentors while building 

their robot, students will learn about electrical, mechanical, and computer engineering.  However, our 

program does not end here, as we continue to meet year round.  Outside the build and competition season, 

Team Illusion engages in summer projects, their very own speaker series (Illusion Café), fundraising, and 

outreach to promote FIRST and encourage other students of all ages and socioeconomic backgrounds.  

Other aspects of the program include experience in web and robotic programming along with web design, 

budgeting, marketing, and advertising.  Students on FIRST FRC teams are essentially running their own 

organizations.  This innovative program provides the self-confidence and knowledge to motivate our 

students to pursue opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields.  In our 

rookie season, the highly dedicated group of students and mentors ranked 1st at the D.C. Regional and 

won the Rookie All-Star award, qualifying them for the World Championship competition in St. Louis. 

 

We invite you to join in this endeavor through your sponsorship of our team.  As a sponsor of 

our club, you can be a huge part of this educational venture. An organization of our amplitude sees an 

annual operating cost of roughly $30,000. This budget supports not only our competition costs but our 

club’s educational/outreach efforts in the community as well.  The following page lists the ways your 

donation will be recognized by our program and how we aim to publicize your generosity at the local, 

state, and national level.  Your generous donations assure the success of this program and our endeavor to 

inspire and encourage young people to apply 

their talents and energy to the fields of math, 

science, and technology.  If you would like to 

meet our team or would like more information 

about the program, please feel free to contact 

us at umdfirst@gmail.com or visit our team 

website (www.teamillusion4464.com). 

 
Best Regards, 

Team Illusion (4464) & MASE 

http://www.usfirst.org/
mailto:umdfirst@gmail.com
http://www.teamillusion4464.com/
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Forms of Sponsorship 

 Monetary:  Grants, sponsorships, and donations very much in need as the budget of an 

average FIRST FRC teams ranges from $25,000-$35,000 a season. 

 Materials:  Our team is always in need of a variety of materials ranging from uniforms to 

machinery or stock metal.  Tools and machinery are also welcome.  Please contact us for 

a complete list of appropriate materials. 

 Services:  Services such as transportation, printing, precision machining, etc. would be 

greatly appreciated.  Feel free to contact us if you believe you would be able to provide a 

service of benefit to our program. 
 

Sponsorship Levels 

Platinum:  $4,000+ 

 Business name put and recognized at the front of the official team 

name.* 

 Business name and logo on team FRC robot. 

 Business name and logo on Team’s Pit Area during Competitions. 

 Posting of your business’ name and logo on the Team Webpage. 

 A framed Thank you letter with a team picture. 

Gold:  $2,000+ 

 Business name and logo on team FRC robot. 

 Business name and logo on Team’s Pit Area during Competitions. 

 Posting of your business’ name and logo on the Team Webpage. 

 A framed Thank you letter with a team picture. 

Silver:  $1,000+ 
 Business name on team FRC robot. 

 Posting of your business’ name and logo on the Team Webpage.  
 A framed Thank you letter with a team picture. 

Bronze:  $500+ 

 Business name on the Team Webpage.  
 Thank you letter with a team picture. 

Donor:  $100+ 

 Thank you letter with a picture of our team. 
 

*Sponsors at the Platinum Level will be recognized in the team name in the order of decreasing 

donation amount. 

 

Thank you for your serious consideration of our request.  Any further questions can be 

directed to: 

VP of MASE & Co-coach of Team Illusion:  Kanay Patel (kpatel10@terpmail.umd.edu) 
 

Donation Can Be Made Via: 

1. The secure form on our Team Website, under the “Sponsor Us” Tab.  

Note: You will be directed to PayPal upon completion of the form. (www.teamillusion4464.com) 

  Or 

2. Check made out to “Mentors Advancing STEM Education” and mailed to: 
 Team Illusion, Attn: Co-coach Dawn Buckley, 9241 Baker Street, Owings, MD 20736 

mailto:kpatel10@terpmail.umd.edu
http://www.teamillusion4464.com/

